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Some Scriptures Related to Church Life
Matthew 18: 15-22
15
“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out
the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you,
you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or
two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the
evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to
the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
18
Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly
I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be
done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 21Then Peter came and said
to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him,
“Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
Mark 9: 33-37, 49-50
33
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he
asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they
were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was
the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them,
“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.”
36
Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his
arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my
name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but
the one who sent me.”
49

“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has
lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be
at peace with one another.”
John 13: 12-17
12
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned
to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?
13
You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I
am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that
you also should do as I have done to you.16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than

one another without complaining. 10Like good stewards of the manifold
grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. 11Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of
God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so
that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him
belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.
1 Peter 5: 1-7
Now as an elder myself and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as
well as one who shares in the glory to be revealed, I exhort the elders
among you 2to tend the flock of God that is in your charge, exercising
the oversight, not under compulsion but willingly, as God would have
you do it—not for sordid gain but eagerly. 3Do not lord it over those in
your charge, but be examples to the flock. 4And when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the crown of glory that never fades away.
5
In the same way, you who are younger must accept the authority of the
elders. And all of you must clothe yourselves with humility in your
dealings with one another, for “God opposes the proud, but gives grace
to the humble.” 6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of
God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on
him, because he cares for you.
All of 1 John

the one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if
you do them.
John 15: 9-17
9
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may
be complete. 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as
I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command
you.15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I
have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands
so that you may love one another.
Romans 12: 5-21
5
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver,
in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;
10
love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing
honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice
in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the
needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 14Bless those who
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to
be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take
thought for what is noble in the sight of all.18If it is possible, so far as it
depends on you, live peaceably with all.19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to
drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.”
21
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Romans 13: 7-10
7
Pay to all what is due them—taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to
whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom
honor is due. 8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the
one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You
shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal;
You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in
this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
Romans 15: 1-10
We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and
not to please ourselves. 2Each of us must please our neighbor for the
good purpose of building up the neighbor. 3For Christ did not please
himself; but, as it is written, “The insults of those who insult you have
fallen on me.” 4For whatever was written in former days was written for
our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of
the scriptures we might have hope.
5
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
7
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed
you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he
might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to
your name”; 10and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;
1 Corinthians 12: 20-31
20
As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say
to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I
have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the body that
seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body
that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less
respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our
more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged
the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there
may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the
same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together

proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 7Submit yourselves therefore to
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw near to God,
and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Lament and mourn and weep. Let
your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy into dejection.
10
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.
11
Do not speak evil against one another, brothers and sisters.
Whoever speaks evil against another or judges another, speaks evil
against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not
a doer of the law but a judge. 12There is one lawgiver and judge who is
able to save and to destroy. So who, then, are you to judge your
neighbor?
1 Peter 1: 18-23
18
You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited
from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19but
with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or
blemish. 20He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was
revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you have
come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him
glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. 22Now that you have
purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have
genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23You
have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed,
through the living and enduring word of God.
1 Peter 3: 8-13
8
Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another,
a tender heart, and a humble mind. 9Do not repay evil for evil or abuse
for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that
you were called—that you might inherit a blessing. 10For “Those who
desire life and desire to see good days, let them keep their tongues from
evil and their lips from speaking deceit; 11let them turn away from evil
and do good; let them seek peace and pursue it. 12For the eyes of the
Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the
face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 13Now who will harm
you if you are eager to do what is good?
1 Peter 4: 7-11
7
The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of your prayers. 8Above all, maintain constant love
for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. 9Be hospitable to

Colossians 3: 8-14
8
But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices
10
and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!
12
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one
another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each
other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.
14
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
1 Thessalonians 4: 9-12
9
Now concerning love of the brothers and sisters, you do not need to
have anyone write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God
to love one another; 10and indeed you do love all the brothers and sisters
throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, beloved, to do so more and
more, 11to aspire to live quietly, to mind your own affairs, and to work
with your hands, as we directed you, 12so that you may behave properly
toward outsiders and be dependent on no one.
1 Thessalonians 5: 11-15
11
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed
you are doing. 12But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect
those who labor among you, and have charge of you in the Lord and
admonish you; 13esteem them very highly in love because of their work.
Be at peace among yourselves. 14And we urge you, beloved, to admonish the idlers, encourage the faint hearted, help the weak, be patient
with all of them. 15See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always
seek to do good to one another and to all.
Hebrews 10: 24-25
24
And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good
deeds, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
James 4: 6-12
6
But he gives all the more grace; therefore it says, “God opposes the

with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.
27
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of
28
it. And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of
assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all
possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?
31
But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.
1 Corinthians 13: 1-13
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love,
I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If
I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I
may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.
4
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or
arrogant5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or
resentful;6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8
Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as
for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end.
9
For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10but when
the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 11When I was a
child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child;
when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12For now we
see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know
only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.
13
And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of
these is love.
2 Corinthians 13: 11-13
11
Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my
appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and
peace will be with you. 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the
saints greet you. 13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
Galatians 5:13—6:10
13
For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love

become slaves to one another. 14For the whole law is summed up in a
single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15If,
however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not
consumed by one another. 16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify
the desires of the flesh. 17For what the flesh desires is opposed to the
Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are
opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18But
if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19Now the
works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness,
20
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I
am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God. 22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24And those
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions
and desires. 25If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.
26
Let us not become conceited, competing against one another, envying
one another.
6 My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who
have received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. 2Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3For if
those who are nothing think they are something, they deceive themselves. 4All must test their own work; then that work, rather than their
neighbor’s work, will become a cause for pride. 5For all must carry their
own loads. 6Those who are taught the word must share in all good
things with their teacher.7Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for
you reap whatever you sow.
8
If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the
flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the
Spirit. 9So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap
at harvest-time, if we do not give up. 10So then, whenever we have an
opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of
the family of faith.
Ephesians 3:18—4:16
18
I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints,
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with
all the fullness of God. 20Now to him who by the power at work within
us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or

imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
4 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3making
every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
4
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one
hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and
Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 7But each of us
was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it
is said, “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;
he gave gifts to his people.” 9(When it says, “He ascended,” what does
it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth?
10
He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the
heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11The gifts he gave were that
some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors
and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building
up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the
full stature of Christ. 14We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro
and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by
their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love,
we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,
16
from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.
Ephesians 4: 25-32
25
So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our
neighbors, for we are members of one another. 26Be angry but do not
sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27and do not make room
for the devil. 28Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and
work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share
with the needy. 29Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only
what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may
give grace to those who hear.30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. 31Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice,32and be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.

